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This is the season to share the Good News of Easter with all 

the world. How can our parish communities become hubs of 

evangelization fi lled with missionary disciples who have a heart 

for the poor?

The Augustine Institute is excited to o� er three popular and 

practical courses for parish leaders from Revive Parishes on 

formed.org that address this question.

Vibrant parishes are nourished by leaders who are open to 

learning and growing in order to renew their faith communities. 

REVIVE courses provide insights, practical steps, training, and 

inspiration for pastors, priests, sta�  members, catechists, 

parish councils, ministry heads, and volunteers. Three REVIVE

courses—over 10 hours of expert training—are now available 

on formed.org. Check out these resources that you can utilize 

for your own parish—free with your subscription to FORMED.

Evangelization with Chris Stefanick

In the words of Pope St. Paul VI, “The Church exists to 

evangelize”—to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ and to 

make disciples. Spreading the Gospel and inviting others into 

a relationship with Christ is the responsibility of all baptized 

Catholics. Renowned speaker, writer, and expert Chris Stefanick 

teaches viewers the tried and true methods of evangelization. 

In his three-hour course, Chris breaks down the why, the how, 

and the what of e� ective ministry to help Catholics of all 

backgrounds fulfi ll the Church’s mission.

Missionary Discipleship with Julianne Stanz

Author and speaker Julianne Stanz shares her insights after 

decades of training men and women to embrace their call 

as missionary disciples. In her four-hour class, Julianne 

provides rich examples, stories, and ideas to help Catholics 

deepen their faith and to go on mission in their neighborhoods 

and communities.

Loving and Serving the Poor with Fr. Mark Mary Ames, CFR

Christ calls each person to love and to serve the less fortunate 

and to help them encounter Christ. Franciscan friar Fr. Mark 

Mary Ames, CFR, serves as a guide for this challenging topic 

with stories, ideas, strategies, and challenges for Catholics of 

every background. His course will transform viewers into 

disciples on mission and Christians in service to others.

Do you want to learn more about REVIVE courses? 

Visit https://watch.formed.org/revive-parishes.

HAPPY EASTER, 
HE IS RISEN!

FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR
Dr. Ben Akers
ben.akers@augustineinstitute.org

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! What a blessing to be “on the other side” of Lent and the tomb this April. For 

almost the next two months, we get to live in this wonderful time of the Resurrected Lord and the 

sending of the Holy Spirit. We want to support you and your parishioners to continue the good habits 

developed and the growth in the Christian life begun in Lent. To this end, for the fi rst time ever, we have curated 

an Easter stripe on FORMED full of talks, movies, and videos related to this holy season.

One of the new series on FORMED is based on the book A Mind at Peace: Reclaiming an Ordered Soul in the Age of 

Distraction, published by the Augustine Institute (available on Catholic.Market). One of the co-authors of the book, 

Dr. Christopher Blum, will discuss how to cultivate the character we need to overcome the information overload of our 

culture, which leaves us anxious, unsettled, bored, isolated, and lonely. Another series we are developing is a Bible 

study on the Glorious Mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary. Our Bible study on the Luminous Mysteries was very popular 

so we wanted to o� er a similar series on the events related to the Paschal Tide. Our aim is to examine the biblical 

foundations of each scene to help viewers get more out of their prayer.

Our new online resource page now features our second pathway—a pathway for pastors. This resource is meant to 

be a one-stop shop for everything available on FORMED to aid pastors in their ministry. You can view the pathway for 

pastors by visiting leaders.formed.org/pathway-pastors. Let us pray for one another in this glorious season and be 

fi lled with the grace of the Resurrection.
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NEW ON FORMED

Fr. Tyler Bischo�  has been pastor of the Parishes of the 

Resurrection of the Lord, a cluster of four Catholic churches in 

Alcona and Alpena Counties on the Lake Huron side of Michigan, 

for a little under a year. 

Just before Lent began, Fr. Bischo�  was driving to spiritual 

direction and used his parish’s FORMED subscription to listen 

to the REVIVE course Evangelization with Chris Stefanick.

“It pretty much inspired my homilies for Lent,” Fr. Bischo�  said. 

“I decided to preach a series of fi ve homilies for the fi rst fi ve 

Sundays of Lent about the kerygma, using each Sunday to 

cover the fi ve points which Chris outlines.”

He reinforced the ideas in his weekly bulletin article and said that 

adapting the Evangelization lessons was “helpful, inspirational, 

and very practical.”

How can the resources 
on formed.org support a 
pastor’s preaching, 
teaching, and formation?

Brother Francis: He Is Risen!
Join Brother Francis as he celebrates the power and splendor of the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ in this moving and instructive animated presentation!

This episode includes an animated presentation of key points in the life of Jesus Christ: his 

Death on the Cross, triumph over death, and Ascension to the Father. It provides children with 

a visual representation of how we celebrate Holy Week and the Easter Triduum.

Benjamin Cello: O Lamb of God, I Love You
In this special feature-length episode, Benjamin Cello, Lolly Popular, and the Cheerful Chums 

join with traveling troubadour Brother Joseph to tell the story of the Passion of the Lord Jesus 

to little children. With immersive and artful shadow puppetry and a soaring full orchestral 

score, Brother Joseph and Benjamin Cello bring the Greatest Love Story Ever Told to life!

You can fi nd curated Easter content for adults and children at https://watch.formed.org/easter.

A Bible Study on the 
Gospel of Matthew
Drs. Tim Gray and Michael Barber 

conclude their study of the 

Gospel of Matthew throughout 

the month of April. This 

comprehensive study by two 

leading Catholic scholars covers 

the entire Gospel.

A Bible Study on the 
Glorious Mysteries of 
the Rosary
This fi ve-part series looks at the 

biblical roots of each Glorious 

Mystery and provides refl ection 

material to help listeners deepen 

their prayer of the Rosary.

FORMED for Mission
Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp 

sit down for a weekly show on 

evangelization and mission to 

help the Church live according 

to her “deepest identity,” which 

is, according to Pope St. Paul VI, 

“to evangelize” (Evangelii 

Nuntiandi, 14). 

A Mind at Peace
Book Discussion
Dr. Christopher Blum and Taylor 

Kemp sit down for fi ve episodes 

to talk about Blum’s book A Mind 

at Peace: Reclaiming an Ordered 

Soul in an Age of Distraction. This 

book can be purchased at 

Catholic.Market.

As you welcome your parishioners back into your church building, employ the resources on formed.org to minister to those who are 

returning—hungry for consolation, for immersion in the richness of their faith, and for inspiration to take the light of Christ into the world.
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HIGHLIGHTS ON FORMED

Divine Mercy with Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC

Invite your parishioners to learn more about Divine Mercy Sunday on April 11. 

In 10 approximately 30-minute episodes, renowned speaker and author Fr. Michael Gaitley tells 

the dramatic history of God’s love and mercy as interwoven through the transformative message 

of St. Faustina, the miraculous appearance of Mary at Fatima, the witness of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe, and the world-changing papacy of Pope St. John Paul II.

Lectio: Evangelization with Dr. Mary Healy 

Using Pentecost Sunday on May 23 as a starting point, invite your parishioners to learn more 

about their mission to take Christ’s message of love into the world.

In this 10-part Bible study, Dr. Mary Healy combines insightful biblical study with Church 

teaching and practical advice to show how modern Catholics can e� ectively impact their world 

for Jesus Christ.

Lectio: Mary with Dr. Brant Pitre 

Looking ahead to the month of Mary, May a� ords an excellent opportunity to o� er a study of 

the Mother of God to your parishioners.

In this 8-part series, Dr. Brant Pitre examines what the Old and New Testaments, the life of Christ, 

and the early Church Fathers reveal about the life and identity of Mary. He explores why Mary is 

so important to Catholics and why so many people have been devoted to her over the centuries. 

He foresees using Evangelization

with his four churches’ sta�  members 

and thinks it would be a valuable tool 

to use with teachers and sta�  in a 

Catholic school setting.

Another Stefanick program, THE SEARCH, is 

part of the faith formation during Lent for Fr. Bischo� ’s

parishioners at St. Catherine Church. In conversations with 

teen and adult attendees, Fr. Bischo�  was amazed that some 

believed that science and faith were contradictory.

“I didn’t realize so many of the people truly thought that our 

Catholic faith was anti-science or anti-reason,” Fr. Bischo�  said. 

“It’s so important to teach about that in my homilies.”

Additionally, the pastor has tapped THE SEARCH in some way 

with all age groups, linking THE SEARCH with the children’s 

sacramental program, drawing questions from the program for 

his homilies, and encouraging his older parishioners to utilize 

key concepts in THE SEARCH when they reach out to their 

children and grandchildren who no longer attend Mass.


