
Dr. Ben Akers or Taylor Kemp dives into Scripture with an 

Augustine Institute professor to study the biblical foundation  

of one of the mysteries.

These renowned Scripture scholars will surely give you and your 

parishioners a new and profound understanding of the Joyful, 

Sorrowful, Glorious, and Luminous mysteries so that they might 

pray the Rosary more fruitfully.

These Bible studies are an excellent tool to lead your parishioners 

closer to Our Lady—and through her, closer to Jesus. Small 

groups, individual reflection, and family prayer can all benefit 

from these studies. Invite your parishioners to pray the Rosary 

this month with these videos as their guide.

The Rosary is one of the most beautiful and powerful tools for 

personal prayer that the Church gives us. The Church dedicated 

the entire month of October to Our Lady of the Rosary—whose 

feast we celebrate on October 7—to honor the Blessed Mother 

and her intercession for us.

As his mother, Mary knows Jesus intimately. She is also the 

spiritual mother of the Church and works to conform each 

baptized Christian to her Son. In the mysteries of the Rosary, 

Our Lady leads us through meditations on the life of Christ, 

helping us grow in holiness.

Help your parishioners to pray the Rosary through FORMED 

Now’s Bible Studies on the Mysteries of the Rosary, which  

cover all four sets of mysteries. In each twenty-minute episode, 
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To enrich your parishioners’ knowledge of and devotion to prominent saints with October feast days, check out these  

resources on FORMED:

Eternal Rest: The Art of Dying Well is a new four-part video series and accompanying website that 

promotes reflection on death and dying. Eternal Rest introduces this topic to individuals who have yet to 

encounter death in a personal way while seeking to comfort those who have. It explores the powerful 

reality of God’s grace given through the sacraments to usher us across the threshold to eternal life. 

We all have questions about death. What happens when we die? How do we approach death and resurrection from a Christian 

perspective? Each episode addresses large-scale questions about death from a Catholic perspective, taking viewers on a journey from 

death’s origin to Christ’s final victory at the Cross and Resurrection. Keep an eye out for this new series, coming to FORMED next month!

LITURGICAL CALENDAR

October 5:  St. Faustina
Sit down with Dr. Ben Akers and Fr. Mateusz Ratajczak as they discuss St. Faustina in Misery Meets 

Mercy: Saint Faustina Kowalska. Instrumental in spreading the message of Divine Mercy, St. Faustina 

is a great intercessor for our times. Learn more about this great saint, the message of Divine Mercy, 

and God’s love for you with this FORMED Now episode.

October 7:   Our Lady of the Rosary
In Sacred Art: Our Lady of the Rosary, Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp discuss Allegory of the Battle 

of Lepanto by Paolo Veronese. This video will foster greater devotion to the Rosary and will help 

your parishioners understand the miraculous history of the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.

October 11:  St. Maria Soledad
Saint Maria Soledad: Foundress of the Sister Servants of Mary tells the inspiring story of the 

beginnings of the Sister Servants of Mary, a religious order founded in 1851 in Madrid, Spain, by  

St. Maria Soledad. Invite your parishioners to watch this movie as an introduction to a saint whose 

life exemplified extraordinary courage, untiring charity, and great humility.

In Case You Missed It …
This October, consider highlighting these FORMED resources within your parish community:

Exorcisms: What Catholics Need to Know – Parts 1, 2, & 3 | Chris Stefanick Show
Many Catholics, unaware of spiritual realities like angels and demons, do not realize that they are 

fighting a daily spiritual battle against the Evil One. This battle is not simply for exorcists; every 

Catholic engages in spiritual combat. In these Chris Stefanick Show episodes, Chris interviews 

exorcist priest Fr. Chad Ripperger about spiritual warfare and tools that everyday Catholics can 

use to fight these struggles. Encourage your parishioners to listen to Fr. Ripperger’s stories of 

God’s power and providence.

COMING SOON



DEVOTIONAL CONTENT
St. Teresa of Avila and Pope St. John Paul II both have feasts 

this month: October 16 and 22, respectively. Invite your 

parishioners to set aside 2–3 minutes each day for nine 

consecutive days to pray a novena to either saint. Led by  

Taylor Kemp, these novenas include beautiful meditations on 

the work and devotions of these saints and are a great way  

to ask for their intercession.

Encourage your parishioners to celebrate the feast of St. Francis 

of Assisi on October 4 with Brother Francis: The Barefoot Saint 

of Assisi. May each person come to know St. Francis—a real 

man with relatable choices and struggles—and be inspired to 

sanctity and unabashed devotion to Christ.

The life of St. Francis of Assisi has captivated people for 

centuries, prompting numerous biographies. Unique to these 

retellings of his life is Brother Francis: The Barefoot Saint of 

Assisi, an exciting audio drama from the Augustine Institute 

Radio Theatre.

Author Paul McCusker, a convert to Catholicism, used his years 

of experience producing audio dramas to write and direct 

Brother Francis. Creating this audio drama was not just work—it 

also greatly influenced his own spiritual journey. “The story of 

St. Francis made me stop to consider the sacrifices I’m willing to 

make to follow Jesus,” McCusker explained.

Just as McCusker’s encounter with St. Francis challenged his 

life, he believes this saint’s story continues to inspire modern 

listeners to greater faith. He added, “God asks us to say ‘yes’ to 

‘Thy will be done’, and we make a decision every day about 

answering Him.”

We must live and express our faith not in a vacuum but in the 

specific circumstances in which God positions us. “Learning 

about St. Francis in the context of his family, community, and 

culture taught me a lot about what it means to say ‘yes’ to God’s 

call—even in ways that might look outrageous.”
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