
Adore: Advent Reflections with Fr. John Burns
Join Fr. John Burns this season 

with a series of Advent 

reflections. In response to a 

world where Christmas has 

become so secularized, Fr. John 

explores authentic Catholic themes that counteract this culture of 

consumerism. Discover the life God invites us to in Advent—one 

that brings us to a deeper and fuller way of living. 

Each video contemplates how we can prepare for the Christmas 

season and Christ’s Second Coming. Though we can often get 

caught up in the affairs of everyday life, Advent encourages us 

to stay vigilant for the coming of Christ and to remain attentive 

to his presence within us. Invite your parishioners to journey 

with Fr. John Burns this Advent so that they might make room 

for Christ. 

Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage 
Step away from the chaos of the 

holiday season and make a 

spiritual pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land this Advent and Christmas. 

In Adventus: A Spiritual 

Pilgrimage, viewers journey to the holy places associated with 

Christ’s birth. Revisit the stories surrounding the Nativity of 

Jesus while immersing yourself in the environment in which 

they took place. Visit the Church of John the Baptist, the waters 

of the Jordan River, the landscapes of Nazareth, and the town  

of Bethlehem as you listen to the story written in the very heart 

of every setting. 

Encourage your parishioners to explore these and other resources 

on FORMED this Advent season so they may better prepare their 

hearts and minds for Christ.

It’s not just the colder weather and twinkling festive lights that remind us of the upcoming cheer of Christmas. Despite the increased 

number of magazines in the mail and brightly decorated displays in storefronts, true readiness for Christ’s coming lies in preparing 

for him through the Advent season. This year, prepare your parishioners’ hearts to celebrate Christ through FORMED’s Advent 

resources, which can greatly impact how we approach the Advent season and beyond. 

COME, LET US ADORE HIM
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Encourage your parishioners to deepen their knowledge of the liturgical calendar through the following resources:

LITURGICAL CALENDAR

November 8:  Blessed John Duns Scotus
Blessed Duns Scotus: Defender of the Immaculate Conception
Celebrate the saint who defended Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception this November. This film 

highlights the life of Blessed John Duns Scotus—a Franciscan priest and theologian—who laid the 

groundwork for the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. The “Subtle Doctor” spent much of his life 

demonstrating the need to approach faith with understanding, even amid many challenges.

November 20:  Christ the King
Sacred Art: Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
In celebration of the Feast of Christ the King, dive into the riches of sacred art with Sacred Art: Jesus 

Christ, King of the Universe. This FORMED Now episode focuses on Christ’s kingship, connecting it to 

the season of Advent while reflecting on the beauty of this work of sacred art.

November 27:  First Sunday of Advent
Daily Reflections with Tim Gray
Prepare your parishioners for Christmas this Advent through FORMED’s Daily Reflections with  

Dr. Tim Gray. Parishioners will engage with Scripture and enrich their prayer life by taking a few 

minutes to explore each day’s readings with Dr. Tim Gray. Structured with a reflection and a daily 

action item, the Daily Reflections are an excellent way to increase devotion to Sacred Scripture.

HIGHLIGHTS ON FORMED
This November, engage with some of FORMED’s latest content: 

The Siege of Vienna
Step back in time to learn the true story of one of the most important military battles in history. On 

September 11, 1683, thousands of Islamic troops attacked Vienna, the gateway to the Christian West. 

The city’s forces were both outnumbered and unprepared. From the darkness of despair, an unlikely 

hero arose: Blessed Marco D’Aviano, who rallied the people and called them to prayer. As more help 

arrived, the tides began to shift. Watch the story unfold and allow your faith to be inspired by this epic  

film. Viewer discretion is advised as this film contains some violence.

What Is Purgatory? and Purgatory by Dr. Scott Hahn
The Church dedicates the month of November to the holy souls in purgatory. Understanding that our 

prayers are effective and answered by God, the Church invites her members to intercede for the 

souls in purgatory. Though your parishioners may regularly pray for the souls in purgatory, they likely 

have questions about this period of purification after death.

To enrich your understanding of purgatory and aid your prayers this month, recommend these two great resources 

from FORMED to your parishioners. In the audio talk Purgatory by Dr. Scott Hahn, the renowned speaker and 

professor  answers common objections to the Catholic concept of purgatory. In a conversational style, Chris 

Stefanick and Dr. Michael Barber continue to discuss this topic in an easy-to-understand way in What is Purgatory? 

Through these resources, we are confident that your parishioners will grow in their knowledge of purgatory.



DEVOTIONAL CONTENT
Since the month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory, this is a wonderful time  

to encourage your parishioners to offer their prayers for the faithful departed. A great way to pray  

for these souls is through the Divine Mercy Chaplet, which asks God to pour out his mercy. Join the 

Franciscan Friars of the Renewal in praying this chaplet on FORMED, asking your parishioners to pray 

specifically for those in purgatory.

tell this story of hope and present the catechesis in an effective, 

beautiful way?’”

He continued, “Death was never part of God’s plan. But after 

Adam and Eve sinned, God didn’t leave us without a solution. 

The Christian perspective lets us realize death is not the end. 

It’s a door that leads to eternal life.” Through Scripture and 

Tradition, the Church teaches us to make sense of death in light 

of God’s good plan for our salvation.

Eternal Rest will be available on FORMED beginning November 2. 

This series is not only for individuals who recently lost a loved 

one—it’s for everyone. Eternal Rest can be a great addition to 

parish small groups for further discussion and fellowship, 

especially with its study guide. To watch short videos answering 

common questions in several categories, including spiritual, 

medical, funeral, legal, and more, visit eternalrest.org.

St. Joseph, patron saint of a happy death, pray for us!

In the month dedicated to the thought of those who have gone 

before us in death, we’re highlighting Eternal Rest, a new four-part 

video series and accompanying website by the Augustine 

Institute Studios that promote reflection on death and dying.

We all face very real questions before, during, and after the 

death of a loved one and while preparing for our own death. 

What happens when we die? How do we approach death and 

resurrection from a Christian worldview?

Thanks to Jesus Christ, death is an end, but it’s not the end.
Each 30-minute episode introduces this topic to individuals yet to 

encounter death in a personal way and seeks to comfort those 

who have. The series explores the powerful reality of God’s grace 

given through the sacraments to usher us across the threshold to 

everlasting life. Eternal Rest takes viewers on a journey from 

death’s origin to Christ’s final victory at the Cross and Resurrection.

Dr. Ben Akers and other Augustine Institute professors helped 

structure the series. Akers explains, “We thought, ‘How can we 
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